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Christmas Behind Bars 
Sergeant Durand Ackman 

On December 21 the ADC welcomed members from Rochester’s Seventh 
Day Adventist Church for an event we call Christmas behind bars.  Mem-

bers of the church pack 
bags with treats and some 
inspirational reading mate-
rials for all the detainees in 
custody.  Children of the 
church draw and color 
pictures on the bags.  It is 
amazing to see how a small token of kindness can be so uplifting for the detainees at a 
time of year that is hard to be away from family and friends.  This was the eighth consec-
utive year of doing Christmas behind bars.  I look forward to July as we added a similar 
event a few years ago with Seventh Day Adventist Church called 4th of July behind bars. 
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Law Enforcement Training Division Update 

Sgt. Chris Wallace 

Every year our Office has four mandatory training sessions that all 
licensed staff are required to attend.  We hold these trainings quarter-
ly (January, March, September and December).  We have mandated 
trainings required by the state that we must provide our staff so 

those are incorporated into our quarterly trainings.  We have two handgun qualifications and 
two rifle qualifications per year.  For most classroom portions of our training we have them 
at our EOC but as our department continues to grow it becomes harder and harder to find 
the space large enough to house all of our licensed staff.  Discussions continue with County 
Administration in the hopes of someday getting adequate Law Enforcement training space.  

In December we had our last of our quarterly trainings for 2018.  We started the day with a 
guest speaker from Olmsted County’s Veterans Service Office, Jennifer 
Shumaker.  Jennifer talked to our groups about P.T.S. Deputies then had 
their annual recertification for tasers which consisted of a written test and 
a couple of scenarios including firing their Tazers.  Deputies then went to 
the Unraveled Escape Room where they participated in a team building 
exercise.  The scenario our Office did was “Escape from Alcatraz”.  You are 
given one hour to complete the escape and can get up to get 6 clues along 
the way as needed.  Our best group finished with 10 minutes to spare and 
only utilized 3 clues.  That group included Sgt. Long, Det. Ranfranz, Dep. 
Baron, Dep. Peterson, Dep. Wendt, Dep. Strum, Dep. Strelow, Reserve Dep. 
Halisay and Inv. Rikhus.  The 
rest of our groups completed 
the escape with an average 
of 1-3 minutes to spare while 
utilizing 4-5 clues.  Deputies 
then went to our Regional 
Training Center for some 
handgun shooting practice 
before completing the annu-
al Low-Light Inclement 
Weather qualification 
course.  

 

Note from  
Sheriff Torgerson 

 
As the holiday season draws to a 
close, I want to thank our commu-
nity members and staff for mak-
ing it merry for us by helping us 
spread cheer whether ringing the 
bells for the Salvation Army, Shop-
ping with a Cop, Handing out 
Hams for the Holidays, having 
Coffee with a Deputy or Christmas 
Behind Bars. We’re honored to 
participate in these events and 
give back to our neighbors. 
 

As 2018 comes to a close along 
with my first term, I want to thank 
our staff for their service and their 
families for sharing them with us. 
It’s a challenging environment to 
work in law enforcement and de-
tention.  Their patience, profes-
sionalism and care for the commu-
nities we live and serve in are evi-
dent each and every day.  I have 
always been very proud to tell 
people I work for Olmsted County 
Sheriff’s Office I’m excited to see 
what 2019 will bring us.  
 

God Bless and please stay safe! 
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Dates of Interest 

 
January 1 

High Forest Township Meeting 
Elmira Township Meeting 

 
January 2 

Salem Township Meeting 
 

January 3 
Dover City Council Meeting 

 
January 4 

Stewartville DARE Graduation 
 

January 7 
Cascade Township Meeting 
Oronoco Township Meeting 

Pleasant Grove Township Meeting 
Quincy Township Meeting 

Rochester City Council Meeting 
 

January 8 
Byron City Council Meeting 
Marion Township Meeting 

New Haven Township Meeting 
Olmsted County Board Meeting 

Stewartville City Council Meeting 
 

January 10 
Eyota City Council Meeting 

Rochester Township Meeting 
 

January 14 
Chatfield City Council Meeting 

Orion Township Meeting 
Rock Dell Township Meeting 

 
January 15 

Farmington Township Meeting 
Pine Island City Council Meeting 

 
January 16 

Haverhill Township Meeting 
 

January 21 
Eyota Township Meeting 

Kalmar Township Meeting 
Oronoco City Council Meeting 

Rochester City Council Meeting 
Seal Belt Championship 

 
January 22 

Byron City Council Meeting 
Olmsted County Board Meeting 

Stewartville City Council Meeting 
 

January 24 
Eyota City Council Meeting 

Olmsted County Fire Meeting 
Olmsted Co. Township Assoc. Meeting 

 
January 28 

Chatfield City Council Meeting 
Dover Township Meeting 
Viola Township Meeting 

 

 

Thank you, Chad... 
Captain Scott Behrns 
 
On December 21st, 2018, the OCSO said goodbye to a dear friend and a great co-worker.  On this 
Friday, Chad Nelson will walk out the door and pursue a new investigative career with a large 
medical facility located in Rochester (MN).  While our friendship with Chad will continue, the work-
ing relationship that has developed amongst his co-workers will certainly be missed. 
 

Chad’s career with the OCSO began in 2007 after he spent some time with the Oshkosh (WI) Police Department.  Dur-
ing his time with us, Chad was a long-standing member of the ERU, an FTO, and he was promoted to Detective in Janu-
ary of 2017.  Whatever Chad did with us, he did it well.  His dedication to his victims and the people he served never 
wavered and made us all look good. 
 
I did not interview Chad for this piece as I know that he would say it was not necessary.  That’s how Chad operated 
during his time with us.  Chad’s unassuming, non-judgmental, and stoic demeanor help to keep a sense of calm within 
the Investigations Division.  Chad is a silent leader.  If you are looking for a rah-rah speech from Chad, keep looking as it 
was not coming.  But when the crisis was ongoing, and Chad was in the mix with you, his leadership showed.  Chad 
would be there to help when help was needed, and he also took charge of situations when the time was right.    
 
Chad has made the very personal decision to leave law enforcement for the private sector.  While we all understand 
the reasons, we also understand this is a large loss for this organization and the citizens of Olmsted County.  We will all 
feel a strange sense of loss when we walk past Chad’s office and he won’t be there.  However, I know that I am a better 
person for knowing Chad and having the opportunity to work with him. 
 
So, when you see Chad out and about, tell him Thank You for what he has done for the OCSO and the people of this 
county.  While the citizens most likely notice the loss, we certainly will, and we will work hard to fill the void left by 
Detective Chad Nelson. 
 
Thank you, Chad, for all you have done.  God Bless on your next adventure.   
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Deputy Justin Kotajarvi was presented with his first career “Hat Trick” 
award for getting three DWI arrests in one shift earlier this fall.  

A Hat Trick is recognition that was established by MN Toward Zero 
Deaths Law Enforcement Liaisons to be presented on behalf of the Min-
nesota Office of Traffic Safety to officers/deputies that have located, 
arrested & processed at least 3 DWIs within one shift.  
 
It is important to note that this is not a contest, rather a Hat Trick is recognition of a task that is not easy to accom-
plish. Arresting one impaired driver is a lot of work, two in one shift is commendable, three requires a special level of 
dedication that says, “Never Give Up.” 

Pictured: Captain Satzke, Sergeant Dammen, TZD Southern 
MN Law Enforcement Liaison McConkey, Deputy Kotajarvi, 
Sheriff Torgerson, Chief Deputy Waletzki 

Coffee with a Deputy 

A big thank you to Tarsilla’s in Stewartville for hosting Coffee with  a Deputy on December 20th! Thank you also to every-

one that stopped in and chatted with us. We enjoyed the conversations and hope you’ll join us at future events! 

The Olmsted County Sheriff's Office, 
along with the Rochester Fire Depart-
ment, Rochester Police Department and 
Gold Cross partnered with Hy-Vee to 
give away hundreds of hams to families 
in need in Rochester on December 12. 
Thank you to Hy-Vee and Hormel for 
making this event possible! 

On December 8th  over 78 Law Enforcement Personnel helped over 80 kids 
from the area in the annual Shop with a Cop at Wal-Mart North. A huge 
thank you to the people who helped make this possible! Olmsted County 
Sheriff’s Office joined Rochester Police Department, MN State Patrol, Dodge 
County Sheriff’s Office and even one officer from LaCrosse PD; this is a great 
event for law enforcement and the community to come together during the 
Holiday Season. 

Deputy Achieves Hat Trick 
Sergeant Jens Dammen 
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