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Fall Awards Program 
Captain Macey Tesmer 
 
On Friday October 19

th
 the Sheriff’s Office 

held its fall awards program. This program 
is designed to welcome new employees 

and newly promoted employees and have 
them publicly take their oaths of office. 

The program also honors Sheriff’s Office 

staff for their 

good work, and 
honors civilians 

that have assist-
ed the Sheriff’s 
Office in accomplishing their mission.  

 
continued on page 2 
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Note from Sheriff Torgerson 
 

As we look forward to the holiday season, 

we work to support our communities in 

helping you arrive to your destinations 

safely and protecting your communities 

while you are away.  To do that we ask 

you to lock up when you leave, buckle up, 

be wary of changing weather conditions 

and plan ahead with extra time as you 

travel.  And put your phone down! 

This time for fellowship and families al-

ways brings such promise and hope for 

the future to many of us.  However, we 

know that the Holiday Season also is 

difficult for others in our communities 

who struggle during this time.  Among 

many events and activities our members 

will be participating in, you will see many 

of our members with the Police Athletic 

League’s Shop with a Cop program and 

also Ringing Bells for the Salvation Ar-

my.  We encourage all to find ways to 

support those in need during this upcom-

ing Holiday Season. 

Congratulations to Roxanne Darnell on 

her well-deserved retirement and all of 

our appointees, promoted staff and those 

we’ve recognized this month; our staff 

continue to make me proud to be a part 

of this organization. 

“When the stars align, you can’t overlook it.” 
Captain Scott Behrns 

 
On November 1st, 2018, Roxanne Darnell will set aside her position of Civil Clerical Supervisor and take on a new 
position as a well-deserved retiree.  Roxanne began her career with the Olmsted County Sheriff’s Office in Octo-

ber of 2008 when she was hired to work ½ time with the Task Force, a ¼ time with the Warrants Division, and ¼ time with the 
Adult Detention Center.   
 

Roxanne recalled how she had not prepared a resume nor had a job interview for 35 years when she applied to work with the 
OCSO.  Needless to say, she invested in the prep time for the position and was brought on board.   
 

In 2009, Roxanne accepted the position of a Lead Civil Clerical Specialist which later evolved into her current position of Clerical 
Supervisor.  When Roxanne looks back on her time with the OCSO, she stated that she truly enjoyed working here, but her retire-
ment came sooner than she anticipated.  However, her retirement is for all the right reasons. 
 

Roxanne and Mark will now be closer to their immediate family by making the move to Salisbury, North Carolina.  The move will 
put them near their son Scott, daughter in law Catherine, and an almost 8-year-old grandson, Braiden.  The opportunity to spend 
more time with the family was the driving force for making their move.  Scott is staying busy with his racing career while Catherine 
has the potential to be deployed in the upcoming year with the U.S. Navy Reserve; thus, Roxanne can now spoil Braiden on a 
more consistent basis. 
 

Roxanne is excited for the move and she has even picked her new best friend who coincidentally lives next door, has a full out-
door kitchen, and an in-ground pool; I am sure the lack of snow will not be lost upon The Darnell’s as they reside “down south”. 
 

Roxanne’s advice to a new person joining the OCSO is simple: “Don’t sweat the small stuff; spend time on the important things 
and learn to go with the flow”.   Roxanne understood the structure and rules of government work were vastly different from the 
private sector which sometimes made her job difficult, but in the end, she knew her favorite part of her job was simply working 
here. 
 

As Roxanne spoke of her new endeavor, it was clear to see that fate played a part in her decision to retire and their decision to 
move.  Roxanne realized that her path to retirement was coming sooner than she expected, but for all the right reasons.  Roxanne 
simply said, “when the stars align, you can’t overlook it”.   
 

From the members of the OCSO, the staff and citizens of Olmsted County we thank you Roxanne for your service to others.  God 
Speed and God Bless.    
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https://www.instagram.com/olmstedsheriff/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCEy1govXCfkVUcsxw0LMJ7A
https://www.linkedin.com/company/olmsted-county-sheriff-s-office/
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Dates of Interest 

 
November 1 

Dover City Council Meeting 
 

November 5 
Oronoco Township Meeting 

Pleasant Grove Township Meeting 
Quincy Township Meeting 

Rochester City Council Meeting 
 

November 6 
Elmira Township Meeting 

High Forest Township Meeting 
Olmsted County Board Meeting 

 
November 7 

Salem Township Meeting 
 

November 8 
Eyota City Council Meeting 

Rochester Township Meeting 
 

November 12 
Cascade Township Meeting 

Chatfield City Council Meeting 
Orion Township Meeting 

Rock Dell Township Meeting 
 

November 13 
Byron City Council Meeting 
Marion Township Meeting 

New Haven Township Meeting 
Stewartville City Council Meeting 

 
November 19 

Eyota Township Meeting 
Kalmar Township Meeting 

Rochester City Council Meeting 
 

November 20 
Farmington Township Meeting 
Olmsted County Board Meeting 
Oronoco City Council Meeting 

Pine Island City Council Meeting 
 

November 21 
Haverhill Township Meeting 

 
November 22 

Eyota City Council Meeting 
Olmsted County Fire Meeting 

Olmsted County Township 
Association Meeting 

 
November 26 

Chatfield City Council Meeting 
Dover Township Meeting 
Viola Township Meeting 

 
November 27 

Byron City Council Meeting 
Stewartville City Council Meeting 

 

 

Fall Awards Program—continued 

We had one Licensed Deputy Sheriff and nine Detention Deputy 

Sheriff new hires get sworn in, in addition to two certificates of pro-
motion. There were eight Sheriff’s Office staff and four civilians who 
received lifesaving awards. One Deputy Sheriff receiving two lifesav-

ing awards for two separate 
incidents. There were four 

Sheriff’s Office staff and one 
civilian who received letters 
of recognition and one Sher-

iff’s Office staff who re-
ceived a special certificate. 
Finally, there was one De-

tention Sergeant and three 
Deputy Sheriffs who re-

ceived medals of  
commendation. 
 

We thank everyone who 
attended and thank all our 

staff and civilians for the 
hard and courageous work 
they do to help others and 

keep our community safe. 
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Congratulations to our employees recognized at the 31st Annual Olmsted County  
Employee Recognition Breakfast.  Employees recognized for longevity this year 
include: 

Years    Years   

42 Denise Haefner 20 Richard Broadwater 

32 Kevin Torgerson 15 Malinda Hanson 

32 Mary Blegen 15 Lorie Schueller 

30 Joseph Wendt 15 Jerome Wooner 

28 Vincent Scheckel 15 Thomas Brooks 

28 Lee Rossman 10 Andrew Reinke 

28 Gregory Wood 10 Andrew Danielson 

27 Bruce Christenson 10 Eric Williams 

27 Terry Waletzki 10 Luke Wrubel 

27 Kirby Long 10 Jeffrey Peck 

26 Steven Kazeck 10 Chad Miller 

26 Edward Maeder 10 Thomas Olson 

26 Douglas Marcotte 10 Roxanne Darnell 

26 David Shufelt 5 Joseph Swenson 

20 Mark Baron 5 Vicki Olson-Thiesse 

20 Todd Peterson 5 Cassandra Deets 

20 Dean Thompson 5 Heather Johns 
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